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President’s Corner 

The VAST majority of the lands we enjoy for over the snow recreation are publicly owned 
and are shared by different user groups.  These groups often have different goals and pref-
erences as to how these lands should be used.  I believe, however, if we all can work to-
gether, we can all get the most out of these public lands and preserve our access and en-
joyment of these lands for years to come.  The major players as far as snowmobile access 
are concerned in Northwest Montana are the US Forest Service, Montana DNRC, Stoltz 
Lumber, 5 snowmobile rental and guide firms, a cat-ski operation, dogsledders, logging 
companies, Whitefish Mountain Resort, and various adjacent local land owners, among 
others.  The FSA works year round to maintain and improve cooperation and communica-
tion with these groups.  When you're out on the trails and in the backcountry, please re-
member to be as courteous and considerate as possible to others you meet along the 
way.  If we are, we can all continue to enjoy the winter, in what ever way we wish, for a 
long time to come. 

Have a great winter! 

David Covill 



Pint Night 
at  

Sacred Waters  

Brewing!  

When: Tuesday, Jan 28th  5-8PM 

Where: Sacred Waters Brewing 

Why: For every beer purchased 

Great food is also available, so you can have dinner, a beer (up to 4, please drive re-

sponsibly) and meet up with your local FSA members. Share some great stories and 

we'll give an update on upcoming events by the FSA! 

Let's see how many folks we can pack into SWB!  If you don't know the story or family 

that started SWB, it's pretty special...they are really great folks who want to give back 

to the community by doing events like this. By attending, you're supporting another 

local business and the FSA...with beer and food! What could be better?!?! 



The Lodge at Lolo Hot Springs 

Ready to sink your sled into the fresh, new snow?  Looking for a new adven-

ture?  Lolo Pass in the Bitterroot Range of Lolo Forest is the perfect 

spot.   With more than 500 miles of trails and plenty of playgrounds, it is the 

perfect spot for you to enjoy a day or a week exploring the countryside.  We 

also have you covered afterwards.    Warm up in our Natural Hot Springs Hot 

Tubs and sink your body into warm sheets as you overnight at The Lodge at 

Lolo Hot Springs – Lolo.      Please see the attached pdf.  

The Lodge at Lolo Hot Springs provides: 
 Free Hot Waffle Breakfast Buffet 
 Free Wireless Internet in the lobby 
 Natural Hot Springs Grotto Tubs 
 2400 square foot Gathering Lobby 
 Complimentary Movie Library for your In-Room DVD Player 
 In-room Coffee, Refrigerators, and Microwaves 
 On site BBQ’s 
 Lolo Hot Springs (next door) hosts a restaurant and lounge 
 Ice skating rink, snowshoe trail and snow sled trail (weather permitting) 

Been out riding?? Send me your pictures! 

Have info that you think would be interesting to others?   

Send it my way!! 

Jessica  

jessicardyer@gmail.com 



 

Want up-to-date 
grooming information??   

Been out riding?? Send 

me your pictures! 

Have info that you 

think would be inter-

esting to others?   

Send it my way!! 

Jessica  

jessicar-

dyer@gmail.com 

2019-2020 Season Board Members 

President - David Covill   Board Members: 

Vice President - Bryan Landis   Steve Konopatzke 

Secretary -       Mike Brumwell 

Treasurer - Patrick Tabor, Jr.   Megan/Brian Weber 

Safety Officer - Brock Bolin   Erik Lorona 

Grooming Co-Chairs-    Brandon Highday 

 Rick David & David Covill   Mark Smolen 

It seems we are already seeing avalanche 

warnings and dangers creeping up in the 

news.  With a mixed bag of weather and 

snow conditions, it is important that you 

check the forecast and conditions!! 

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO!! Check Flathead 

Avalanche Centers Website for up to date 

information! 

https://www.flatheadavalanche.org/  

Announcement! (12/16/19) 
Tye Sundt and I opened the Stryker Ridge Gate , Stryker 
Basin Gate(off the West Fork Road) and the Four-Mile 
gate off the Upper Whitefish Road(short cut to the old tri-
ple-closure) today.   We also placed a “road closed /
groomed snowmobile trail”  sign board just past where 
the kiosk used to be...  We have placed a temporary sign 
board where the kiosk was…we hope to replace the ki-
osk later this week(finger crossed). 
  
Dave Ring 
Unit Manager 







December 1st Gate Opening Get Together 
December 1st Gate Opening Get Together.   Eleven worker bees – 10 ATV’s 
and 1 side by side.  Parking lot is open and all four forest service gates are 
open behind Big Mountain and Werner Peak.  Trails cleared by ATV crew all 
the way to Big Mountain and Werner Peak.   

Photo credit:  Dave and Steve Konopatzke  



Smile even more with Amazon! 
I try to buy local when I can, but If you’re like me, you shop a lot on 
Amazon.com. I use Amazon for many things that I just can’t get here in 
Montana. 
But what you might not have known is that Amazon gives a portion of 
sales to charities. Last month, we told you about creating Friends of the 
Flathead Snowmobile Association (FFSA)...this is our 501(c)(3) char -
itable organization that allows us to support the FSA with charitable do-
nations. 
Amazon has a special landing page: http://smile.amazon.com that allows 
you to donate to any charitable foundation like ours (and yes, you can 
choose the FFSA!). When you shop via smile.amazon.com, a small per-
centage of the sale gets funneled to your selected charity. If you’re a 
Prime member, you still get the free shipping and other benefits of your 
prime membership. All you have to do is go to smile.amazon.com 
(instead of www.amazon.com) and select our charity! The first time you 
login to smile, you just select a charity. There are many charities auto-
matically listed, but you can search for any charity; I searched for 
“Friends of the Flathead Snowmobile Association” and it allowed me to 
select our charity! Now everytime I buy via smile.amazon.com, Amazon 
donates a small percentage to us. 
If you happen to login and a charity is already selected, you can change 
your charity under “Your Account” or by clicking this link (you have to 
be logged into Amazon). https://smile.amazon.com/gp/charity/
change.html 
Every little bit adds up and our little organization can use every penny! It 
costs nothing and you get all the same great prices and deals. 

 

Check out this link for more screenshots on how to change your charity 

and search for FFSA. 

The image below shows where the link is located under Your Account 



Click Select when it shows FFSA! (above right)  



Want up-to-date grooming  

information??   
Visit our website!  

www.flatheadsnowmobiler.com 
You can view SPOT tracking for the groom-
er so you can see exactly where they are!  
Please check this site for grooming info!! 







 

Calendar Of Events 
December 

1 - SNOWMOBILE SEASON OPENS!! 

6 - 6:30 pm:  Night of Lights Parade (Downtown Columbia Falls)   

10 - 6:00 pm: FSA Board Meeting @ Penco Power Products (Kalispell)** 

      - 7:00 pm: FSA Member Meeting @ Penco Power Products (Kalispell) 

January 

7 - Penco Snow Show, Penco Power Products (2310 US 93 South) 

14 - 6:00 pm: FSA Board Meeting @ Scotty’s (Kalispell)** 

     - 7:00 pm: FSA Member Meeting @ Scotty’s (Kalispell) 

16 & 18 - Motorized Intro. To Avalanches @ FVCC  (Time: TBA) 

19 - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm:  FSA Club Ride (Location: TBA) 

24-26 - Avalanche Level 1 Training (Time and Location: TBA) 

February 

6-11 - TransMT Ride 

11 - 6:00 pm: FSA Board Meeting @ Scotty’s (Kalispell)** 

     - 7:00 pm: FSA Member Meeting @ Scotty’s (Kalispell) 

15 - NVSR & FSA Sweetheart Ride (Canyon Creek) 

March 

6-8 - Motorized L1 with FOFAC at FVCC and in the field 

10 - 6:00 pm: FSA Board Meeting @ Scotty’s (Kalispell)** 

     - 7:00 pm: FSA Member Meeting @ Scotty’s (Kalispell) 

15 - FSA Club Ride (Location TBD) 

 

**Any and all board meetings are open to the general public.  Members are welcome to attend and discuss matters 

brought before the board but may not vote on board matters.** 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ANY OF THESE EVENTS, VISIT OUR WEBSITE: http://www.flatheadsnowmobiler.com 



Thank You To All Our Sponsors!! 








